FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
NBC’s Today Show Features Augusta Winery’s Estate Bottled Norton


Augusta, Missouri – June 28, 2010 – Augusta Winery’s 2007 Estate-Bottled Norton was featured on NBC’s Today Show when Matt Lauer, Al Roker, Natalie Morales, and winemaker/restaurateur Joe Bastianich encouraged viewers to experiment with locally produced wines by sampling and discussing seven of the best regional wines from around the United States.

Lauer introduced the segment saying, “if you think you have to fly to Europe to sample great local wines, think again.  Wine is now made in all 50 states.”

Augusta Winery’s 2007 Estate-Bottled Norton was one of the seven wines selected for the segment because of it’s uniqueness, superior quality, and affordable price.  

Augusta Winery is located in the Augusta AVA, which was designated as the first U.S. Wine District, or Viticultural Area #1, because of its unique soil, climate, historical significance, and quality of wines produced from grapes grown in vineyards that date to the 1800’s. 

In addition, Augusta Winery holds three Governor’s Cup awards for Best Missouri Wine (the 2004 Governor’s Cup was awarded to the 2002 Norton).  The vintage featured on the segment, the 2007 Norton, was also honored at several competitions, including receiving a Jefferson Cup at the 2009 Jefferson Cup International.

Bastianich stated “as we head in our cars to discover America this summer… I think that great added value to your vacation would be to eat locally and drink locally.  So drink the wines and the typical foods of where you’re going…”

Owner and Winemaker, Tony Kooyumjian, opened Augusta Winery in 1988.  Over the years, Kooyumian has worked to produce high-quality wines that represent the uniqueness of the Augusta region.   The Missouri Wine Industry is growing rapidly and it is humbling to see that Norton, the state grape of Missouri, is gaining national attention.  To learn more about Augusta Winery visit www.augustawinery.com.  You can also learn more about Missouri wines by visiting www.missouriwine.org. 

The segment can be viewed at http://today.msnbc.msn.com/id/26184891/vp/37972620#37972620

Contact:
Matt S. Starnes
Marketing and Retail Sales Manager
PO Box 8
Augusta, MO 63332
Ph: (636) 228-4301 x22
matt@augustawinery.com
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